
HUGH TAYLOR BIRCH STATE PARK 

Hugh Taylor Birch State Park is a beautiful and diverse natural oasis located in Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida. The park covers an area of approximately 180 acres and offers a variety of recreational 

activities and stunning natural landscapes. Named after Hugh Taylor Birch, a prominent 

attorney and naturalist who donated the land to the state of Florida in 1940, the park is known 

for its unique combination of tropical hammocks, freshwater lagoons, and scenic coastal dunes. 

It provides a refuge for many native plant and animal species, making it a popular destination for 

nature enthusiasts. 

The park features several hiking trails that wind through the various ecosystems, allowing 

visitors to explore and appreciate the natural beauty. Additionally, there are cycling paths, picnic 

areas, and opportunities for birdwatching. 

One of the park's highlights is its access to the Intracoastal Waterway, where visitors can rent 

kayaks, canoes, or paddleboards to explore the calm waters and admire the scenic views. The 

park also has a designated swimming area along its beachfront, providing a refreshing escape 

from the Florida heat. 

For those interested in history, the park is home to the Terramar Visitor Center, which offers 

exhibits and educational programs about the local environment and the history of the area. 

Hugh Taylor Birch State Park serves as a tranquil retreat amidst the bustling city of Fort 

Lauderdale, providing a place where visitors can connect with nature, engage in outdoor 

activities, and learn about the region's natural and cultural heritage. 

The park provides the opportunity to visit five distinct types of ecosystems including coastal 

hammock, fresh water lagoons, coastal dunes, scrub habitat and intercoastal waterway.  

THE TRAILS 
 

Coastal Hammock Trail 
This trail winds through the tropical hammock ecosystem, which is characterized by a dense 
canopy of trees and lush vegetation. Along the trail, visitors can enjoy the shade provided by the 
canopy and observe various plant and animal species that call the hammock home. 
 

Gopher Tortoise Trail 
Named after the protected gopher tortoise, this trail offers an opportunity to learn about and 
potentially spot these fascinating reptiles. The trail meanders through their sandy habitats, where 
visitors can look for burrows and possibly catch a glimpse of these unique creatures. 
 

Beach Hammock Trail 
As the name suggests, this trail leads visitors through a coastal hammock, offering a combination 
of shade and glimpses of the nearby beach. It provides a tranquil environment to enjoy a leisurely 
walk while being surrounded by the sounds of nature. 
 
Freshwater Lagoon Trail 
This trail takes visitors around the park's scenic freshwater lagoons. It offers picturesque views of 
the calm, serene waters and provides opportunities for birdwatching and observing aquatic 
wildlife. Keep an eye out for wading birds, turtles, and other creatures that inhabit the lagoon. 
 
Ridge Trail 
The Ridge Trail allows visitors to explore the park's higher elevations, providing views of the 
surrounding landscapes. This trail takes hikers along elevated paths, offering a different 
perspective and a chance to observe the unique flora and fauna found in this area. 
 
 


